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Ambassador Matti 
Maasikas told students 
about the challenges 
and benefits  
of Ukraine's accession 
to the EU

«Together, we preserve. 
Together, we create»: 
EU supports Ukrainian 
culture

What should Ukraine do to join the EU, what challenges should it overcome, and what will Ukraine's accession bring 
to the European Union? These questions were the focus of a meeting between the Head of the EU Delegation 
to Ukraine, Matti Maasikas, and students of the Kyiv Mohyla Academy.

The lecture was held on March 24 as part of the «Together, we are Europe» communication campaign. This 
campaign informs about the EU's comprehensive support for Ukraine and its continuing commitment. The 
decision to grant EU candidate status to Ukraine in June 2022 was the most crucial political sign of the EU's 
support and solidarity with Ukraine.

However, Ukraine is already having a positive impact on the EU, the Ambassador believes.

However, Ukraine's accession to the EU will not be an easy process. Many challenges are already evident, the 
Ambassador emphasized, in particular, the size of the country, as it is easier for smaller states to implement the 
necessary reforms and changes. Improving the governance system and adapting the EU acquis communautaire 
will require much effort.

As part of the «Together, we are Europe» campaign, a mobile exhibition of unique artworks by Ukrainian illustrators 
on the EU's assistance to Ukraine and Ukrainians during the full-scale war continues to operate. The park on 
Khreshchatyk Street in Cherkasy will host this exhibition until April 10. 

Cherkasy will be the last city in Ukraine to host the exhibition, which started its tour in Kyiv in August 2022 and 
visited Lviv, Rivne, Khmelnytskyi, Uzhhorod, Odesa, and Dnipro.

«Do you know you are a human? Do you know it or not?» This famous poem by Vasyl Symonenko launched a 
communication campaign about the European Union's support for Ukrainian culture and art during the war. The 
campaign started on March 22, World Poetry Day.

In the campaign launch video, nine people – EU officials and well-known Ukrainians – recite lines from Symonenko's 
poem. Among them are EU Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth Mariya Gabriel, 
poet and musician Serhiy Zhadan, soldier and poet Pavlo Vyshebaba, and EU Ambassador to Ukraine Matti 
Maasikas. 

This initiative launched a flash mob to support Ukrainian poetry #TogetherWeCreate, to encourage social media 
users to publicly recite poems by Ukrainian poets and pass the baton to others. 

As the title suggests, the communication campaign «Together, we Preserve. Together, we Create» has two key 
focuses. 

The first is «Together, we Preserve.» It is about preserving Ukraine's unique tangible cultural heritage – architecture, 
museums, monuments, ancient churches, collections, archives, etc., including its intangible assets, such as 
traditions, folklore, and cultural memory.

«Together, We Create» is about the EU's support for Ukrainian artists, cultural workers and creative industries. 
With grants, scholarships, and mobility programs, they can continue their professional activities, improve their 
skills, gain new experience, look for partners, and create modern Ukrainian culture.

The nationwide communication campaign «Together, we Preserve. Together, we Create» will have online and 
offline informational, educational, cultural, and art events with various interactive elements.

And starting on May 1, people can exchange incandescent lamps for LED ones only in 23 Ukrposhta offices in 
cities with more than one million inhabitants and regional centers with the highest demand and need. 

Here are some campaign statistics: 23% pre-booked lamps via the Diia app, while 77% brought incandescent 
lamps to post offices without any pre-booking. 

Among the regions, the leaders of the campaign are Kyiv region (2 million lamps exchanged),Dnipropetrovs'k 
region (1.4 million), and Lviv region (1.1 million), followed by others – Kharkiv (860,000), Odesa (810,000), 
Vinnytsia (730,000), and Cherkasy (510,000).

As part of the campaign, everyone can exchange up to 5 old incandescent light bulbs for the same number of 
energy-saving ones. 

As of the end of March, over 3 million Ukrainians have 
exchanged 11 million outdated incandescent light 
bulbs for modern energy-saving ones – the result of 
an almost three-month campaign «Bringing Light 
Together» jointly run by the European Union and the 
Ukrainian government.

The latest news is that the number of Ukrposhta 
branches where people can exchange lamps will be 
gradually reduced starting on March 22. Accordingly, 
the number of settlements covered by the program 
will also decrease. At the same time, the most remote 
villages that joined the program last will continue to 
benefit from the exchange until the end of April.

In March, the EU Delegation to Ukraine announced the winners of the Euroclubs Project calls for proposals. 
Twenty-seven organizations will receive consulting and financial support for their ideas. 

Euroclubs are informal associations at secondary schools, universities, libraries, and youth and children's 
organizations that develop an understanding of the importance of European integration among club 
participants. The Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine has provided regular support to this 
movement since 1996. Every year, thousands of children and young people join various projects of Euroclubs  
across Ukraine. 

Among the winners of the last call for proposals is the Kirovohrad Region Euroclubs Council. Founded in 
2009 and hosted by the Kirovohrad Regional Center for Children & Youth Creativity, this organization has 
extensive experience.

The Kirovohrad Region Euroclubs Council won with three projects at once.

The EuroPuzzle: European Ukraine Project involves a game that Euroclub members will create first.  
The project will start with a competition of creative youth artworks entitled «Symbol of My European 
Community». This competition will become the basis for the game.

Participants of the «How I See European Ukraine» Project will gain knowledge and practical skills in creating 
high-quality videos. With their videos, Euroclub members will convey an understanding of Ukraine's European 
perspective, its status as an EU candidate, and the EU's assistance to Ukraine.

The third project – the European Club Program – will improve participants' knowledge of European integration 
processes and political system, opportunities to take part in youth exchange programs and joint projects, 
and strengthen their skills in handling information and using computer technology.

All projects will be implemented jointly by Euroclub members from Kirovohrad, Kyiv, Lviv, and Dnipro regions.

The project started in March and runs with the support of the EU-funded program «Civic Society for 
Democratization» implemented by the Institute for Economic Research and Policy Consulting.

Kherson needs humanitarian aid very much. The city is shelled daily from the left bank of the Dnipro River.  
The explosion of just one mine near a multi-story building shatters several dozens of windows. The city 
has dozens of shellings every day. The apartments are cold, and people urgently need warm blankets and 
comforters, especially families with small children, large families, and older people.

Most requests for warm blankets come from families with children living in the suburbs. That's why many 
blankets went to Antonivka and Komyshany immediately after delivery. The kids were so happy to get them.

The daily work of volunteer journalists is uneasy and dangerous. The grant funds of the project «Synergy 
of Volunteers of the Kherson Region» partly cover salaries and taxes for the staff of the public organization 
Journalists Association «Alternative». Notably, on March 13, it was exactly one year when the organization, 
which brings together professionals from various media in the region, started volunteering. For 255 days, 
volunteers worked under the occupation, delivering food to villages on the front line. 

With the liberation of Kherson and the right-bank part of the region, the volunteers had even more  
work to do.

Of 350,000 people living in Kherson before the war, approximately 50-60 thousand remained. These are mostly 
large and low-income families and older people who cannot move to another region due to health or financial 
problems.

The Ukraine Recovery Program implemented by the European Investment Bank (EIB) will fund 82 projects. 
The loan program was signed at the end of 2020, but the war put the plans on hold. 

Now, it has been decided to resume the process and start the planned activities where possible. 

The total budget of the Ukraine Recovery Program is EUR 340 million. Among the projects already selected 
for funding are 19 hospitals, 48 educational institutions (schools, lyceums, kindergartens), 4 water supply 
plants, 4 sewage plants, 2 heating systems, and 5 administrative buildings. There will be another selection 
process ahead. 

The work will cover several regions of Ukraine, including the recently liberated ones. Initially, the program 
was to operate in the government-controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts and the adjacent Kharkiv, 
Dnipro, Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson oblasts. However, the war has changed this geography, but Ukraine's 
need for such assistance has grown tremendously.

The European Investment Bank, a financial institution of the European Union, has been cooperating with 
Ukraine since 2007. Since then, the total amount of financial resources provided by the EIB to Ukraine in the 
public and private sectors has exceeded EUR 7.5 billion.

A modern operating table for the district hospital has become another asset of the Berezan territorial 
community in Mykolaiv Oblast thanks to cooperation with the EU-funded program «Resilient Regions – 
Special Support Program for Ukraine». In mid-March, the table was delivered by representatives of Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), which implements the project.

This cooperation has already brought a lot of benefits, such as the Mobile Administrator (a portable automated 
workstation), portable power plants, solar panels, generators, a fully equipped room at the Center for 
Psychological Assistance and Social Rehabilitation, and much more. 

In February 2023, the construction of a modular hospital began in Berezan. Meanwhile, connecting two 
water treatment plants in specially equipped sites for community residents to access purified water is being 
completed. The community has received assistance from the program for more than UAH 2.5 million.

The Berezan community is now one of 71 communities that have signed memoranda of cooperation with 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit. The EU and the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development co-funded the program. The program works with communities in 
10 southern and eastern regions of Ukraine to provide residents with comfortable and efficient access to 
quality local administrative, healthcare, and social services.

High-quality analytical products are one of the 
hallmarks of the Institute for Economic Research 
and Policy Consulting. The European Union is 
the major donor for many monthly surveys and 
studies they produce. 

In particular, the Institute publishes the Monthly 
Economic Monitoring of Ukraine (MEMU) as part 
of the project «Ukraine's Economy during the 
War and Support for Ukrainians Affected by the 
War». MEMU presents current events and trends 
analyzed by a team of experts. 

Economic analysis is a detailed routine work, but March brought something new to the monitoring activities. 
When analyzing the economic situation in a country, experts usually compare the indicators of a given month 
with those of the same month of the previous year, explains Oleksandra Betliy, one of the MEMU authors. 
Naturally, in March 2022, experts witnessed a dramatic drop when compared to the months before the 
large-scale Russian invasion. 

Monthly surveys of Ukrainian businesses are another important EU-funded product launched in May last 
year. Interestingly, the Institute applies the Business Tendency Survey methodology used in Europe after 
World War II, when it also required up-to-date information on the state of the economy. 

According to her, the latest research shows good short-term (three months) business trends, but it is quite 
uncertain to make prognosis for the next few years.

The Berezan community joined the Resilient Regions Program in December 2021 by signing a memorandum 
with GIZ.
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«A huge part of Europe would become stable and prosperous,» said Matti Maasikas about 
the prospects of Ukraine's accession. «This is the main advantage for the European Union. 
For the same reason, previous enlargements benefitted the then member states».

«Ukraine has redynamised the EU in several senses. Together, we have risen  
to the challenge of Russia's full-scale war. The EU – a peace project – is helping to arm  
a neighboring country. The EU started acting geopolitically: history asked us to choose  
a side, and we did.»

«But the challenges will be overcome,» Matti Maasikas is convinced. «You have a unique 
situation – 90% of citizens and all major political parties support joining the European 
Union. This gives the government confidence and strength to implement reforms.  
All successful European integration reforms in Eastern and Central Europe were based  
on a strong internal consensus.»

«In this war, an entire culture is at stake. It is being looted and destroyed. Russia wants 
Ukrainian culture to cease to exist. But this will not happen,» said Matti Maasikas,  
Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine. «Ukrainians are fighting for their culture, 
preserving and keep creating it. And we stand with them shoulder to shoulder. Ukraine will 
emerge victorious from this war, and its culture will continue to be an integral part of the 
European family»

«The EU Delegation considers this a good investment in Ukraine's European future,» says 
Viktoria Davydova, Press and Information Officer at the EU Delegation. «From 
school or college age, Euroclubs instill in young people an understanding of European 
values, introduce them to the European Union and its mechanisms, and create a sense of 
belonging to a common European family. We are very grateful to Euroclubs leaders and 
coordinators for their commitment and energy!»

«Nowadays, it is important for young people from different regions and parts of the 
country to meet, interact, and build the European future of Ukraine together,» says Olena 
Arutyunyan, Chairman of the Kirovohrad Region Euroclubs Council. «Euroclub 
projects are a good chance to start such interaction and work together on European 
integration.»

«Humanitarian aid mainly comes to Kherson region through scattered volunteer initiatives 
from all over Ukraine and the world, often without exploring the residents' needs and 
requests. And the idea behind our project – «Synergy of Volunteers of the Kherson Region» – 
is to unite different volunteer teams in the city,» says Volodymyr Kosiuk, chairman of the 
public organization Journalists Association «Alternative».

«The Children's Voices Charitable Foundation from Kyiv responded to our request,» says 
Iryna Miezientseva, the main coordinator of the volunteer team of Kherson 
journalists, about helping such people. «They had 160 winter blankets in their warehouse  
in Ternopil, ready to give us. Delivery to Kherson was an issue. We shared this information 
with the public and raised funds to pay for the Nova Poshta services in two days. Ordinary 
people and colleagues from NGOs joined this initiative.»

«The work of the project coordinators and managers means hours of daily phone calls and 
correspondence with people begging for help,» says Iryna Miezientseva. «Some people 
have lost all their belongings in the rubble, while others do not have enough money to buy 
food to feed their families. All this needs to be listened to, documented, and included in the 
work schedule.»

«In five months of work, we are going to deliver about 60 tons of food to the de-occupied 
villages of Kherson region and 40 tons to the regional center and suburbs,» Volodymyr 
Kosiuk shares his plans. «We plan to provide food to about 30,000 people.»

«In one small town in the Dnipropetrovs'k region, a pre-school will be reconstructed.  
It is about creating conditions for the admission of children of internally displaced persons 
and children with the status of war victims,» says Violene Silvestro von Kameke,  
EIB Senior Credit Officer responsible for municipal projects in Ukraine.  
«There are about 2,500 internally displaced people in that small town. The project cost  
is quite small – EUR 2.14 million, but the effect will be significant.»

«We are grateful to the EU and to Ukraine for this partnership with EIB that makes hundreds 
of impactful recovery projects possible. I am grateful to the Ukrainian Mayors that amidst 
war, energy cuts, lack of workforce and all sorts of problems, they manage to complete 
the construction of hospitals, social housing projects, and schools,» said Violene Silvestro 
von Kameke. «Despite the horror, the reconstruction is underway, proving the incredible 
resilience and strength of the Ukrainian people.»

«The operating table is simple and easy to use thanks to mechanical adjustments, durable 
and economical,» says Valeriy Stepanov, head of the Joint Surgical Department.  
«Its technical characteristics allow us to choose a comfortable position for the patient during 
surgery and make the work of the surgeon, anesthesiologist, and other medical staff easier». 

«At that time, we did not even imagine that thanks to this cooperation, today, in the realities 
of wartime, we will constantly receive such powerful assistance to improve the lives of 
our community residents and internally displaced persons,» says Valeriy Khomitskyi, 
chairman of the Berezan Village Council. «From the very beginning, the cooperation 
was designed to improve administrative, social, and medical services. Our partners learn 
about our needs and, in response, offer options for assistance.»

«From March 2023, we will start comparing the performance of all sectors with the period  
of the large-scale war,» says Oleksandra. «Thus, according to the IER, real GDP in March 
2022 decreased by 43.1%, but the situation gradually improved. In March 2023,  
the performance of most sectors will be higher than in March last year. However,  
it is good to remember that the figures will still be below the pre-war level.»

«We survey more than 500 companies. The main feature of such surveys is that we learn 
about the state of affairs firsthand,» says Oksana Kuzyakiv, Executive Director  
of the Institute for Economic Research. «After all, business leaders are well aware  
of what is going on in their companies and their plans. When we collect and summarize this 
information, we get the dynamics of past events and expected changes. Companies' plans 
are important because economic development is based on their implementation.»

«There is no clear outline of the future,» comments Oksana Kuzyakiv. «In the summer, 
business was more optimistic about the medium term. The Russian missile terror is having 
an impact.»
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Opportunities

Entrepreneurship 

The European Commission holds two calls for 
proposals under the joint title «ReadyForEU». 
The call «Business Bridge» is to create a consortium 
of business organizations to select up to 1,500 
Ukrainian SMEs, which will get direct support  
of up to EUR 2,500.
Deadline: April 27, 2023
Read more here 
 
 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs – Ukraine holds  
a call for proposals to select organizations in Ukraine 
and the EU which will find partners in the European 
Union for 430 new Ukrainian entrepreneurs. They will 
also get financial support and assistance in paying 
for accommodation and travel.
Deadline: May 11, 2023
Read more here
 
 Culture 

The European Commission is accepting applications 
to select members of the cultural heritage protection 
subgroup in Ukraine. It will facilitate the exchange of 
experience and best practices in damage prevention 
and restoration of cultural heritage and will advise 
the European Commission on relevant issues. 
Deadline: April 25, 2023
Read more here

As part of the EU's Creative Europe Program, cultural 
professionals can attend an important professional 
event in one of 40 European countries and get their 
travel expenses covered through the program.
Deadline: May 31, 2023
Read more here 

Civil society

The Eastern Partnership Civil Society Foundation is 
holding a call for scholarships. The aim is to support 
civil society activists and women and men willing to 
lead positive social change.
Deadline: April 21, 2023
Read more here

Environment 

The European Training Foundation announces a 
call for stories on best practices to accelerate the 
transition to a greener environment. The aim is to 
collect inspiring and innovative ideas for creating 
greener economies and societies. 
Deadline: April 23, 2023 
Read more here

Media 

Journalists are encouraged to apply for the Europe-
Ukraine Desk Scholarship Program funded by the 
European Commission to participate in two study 
tours to EU countries: in May-June and September 
2023.
Deadline: April 9, 2023
Read more here

The EU-funded Creative Europe Program holds two 
media competitions at once.
«Journalism Partnerships – Pluralism» is intended for 
media working in sectors crucial for democracy and 
civic participation, such as local and regional media, 
community media, investigative journalism, etc.
Read more here

«Journalism Partnerships – Collaborations» aims to 
support high-quality media production standards 
and business models by promoting collaboration, 
digital skills, and cross-border and/or collaborative 
journalism.
Deadline for both calls: April 27, 2023 
Read more here
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