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On 21 February, three winners of the essay contest “10 years 
of Euromaidan: how European values determined the path 
of Ukraine” will be announced. A total of 142 essays were 
submitted to the contest. The jury is currently evaluating 12 
entries that have been shortlisted – that is, those that made it to 
the final round.

The finalists are as follows:

1.	 Anastasiia Tymkiv, Kalush, Ivano-Frankivsk region

2.	 Anastasia Vasylyshyna, Ivankiv, Kyiv region

3.	 Andriy Kuchemba, Lviv

4.	 Anna Kryzhanivska, Vinnytsia

5.	 Anton Serdechnyi, Sofiyivska Borshchahivka, Kyiv region

6.	 Diana Shulyk, Ivankiv, Ternopil region

7.	 Hanna Leshchenko, Lviv

8.	 Ivan Abramovych, Ternopil

9.	 Nadiia Lysychyna, Starokostiantyniv, Khmelnytskyi region

10.	 Shekure Ramazanova, Bucha, Kyiv region

11.	 Vladyslav Satsiuk, Kyiv

12.	 Yelyzaveta Khodorovska, Odesa

The contest is organised by the Delegation of the European 
Union to Ukraine to mark the 10th anniversary of the Revolution 

of Dignity in 2013-2014 and the 30th anniversary of the 
diplomatic relations established between Ukraine and the EU.

It was open to young people aged 16 to 25 who wanted to 
share their personal experiences or reflections on the events 
of the Revolution of Dignity, their impact on Ukraine and its 
European future. 

The entries had to be written in English and be between 
3,500 and 4,000 characters long. Plagiarism, abstracting other 
people’s thoughts, or the use of artificial intelligence were 
prohibited. It was also not allowed to use one’s own previous 
publications.

The jury of the contest includes the EU Ambassador to Ukraine 
Katarína Mathernová, Vice Prime Minister for European and 
Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine Olha Stefanishyna, Head 
of the State Agency for Restoration and Development of 
Infrastructure of Ukraine Mustafa Nayem, Director of the ‘Europe 
and the World’ Programme of the International Renaissance 
Foundation Dmytro Shulha, Ukrayinska Pravda website Editor-
in-Chief Sevgil Musayeva and experts in the field of European 
integration and journalism.

The entries of the three winners will be published in Ukrayinska 
Pravda. The authors of the 12 shortlisted essays will receive 
incentive prizes, and the authors of all entries submitted to the 
contest will receive gifts as keepsakes.

More information:

Announcement of the contest and its terms

In January, leading Ukrainian media outlets published a number 
of articles on the challenges for small and medium-sized 
businesses in Ukraine and updated on the support provided 
to entrepreneurs by the European Union.

The articles contain a lot of analysis and interesting details.
 

  
 

“As of the end of 2023, 1140 SMEs have received 
grants totalling EUR 5.5 million under the EU4Business 

programme,” Forbes quoted Kateryna Kryvoshei, 
EU4Business SME Grants Manager, in the article “Survive, 

recover and grow. EU continues to help Ukraine’s regions and 
SMEs”. - Our programme works with entrepreneurs in two 
areas. The first is to support war- affected SMEs that were 

relocated or operate in the de-occupied territories.  
The programme provides grants that enable them to resume 

or continue their work. The second area is focused on 
supporting SMEs that already have the potential to export 

and compete in EU markets.” 

The EU’s approach to supporting Ukrainian SMEs is truly 
comprehensive and goes beyond direct financial assistance. 
An example of this is the EU4Business project’s cooperation 
with the Entrepreneurship and Export Promotion Office, the 
Ukrainian institution responsible for SMEs. The EU is helping to 
enhance its capacity and efficiency, while facilitating the entry 
of Ukrainian businesses into the European market.

Read more about this in another publication by Forbes - 
“Assist, engage, modernise, or how the EU supports Ukrainian 
institutions”.

 
“The European Union contributes to the institutional 

support of the Office in a consistent manner. This 
includes engagement of external experts, procurements 
of international databases for foreign market research, 

and support in organising Ukrainian national pavilions at 
international tradeshows, developing and implementing 

consulting, grant and educational projects for SMEs,”  
said Andriy Remizov, Director of the Entrepreneurship  

and Export Promotion Office.

Article “Human Capital of Ukraine and Business Development“ 
by Ekonomichna Pravda highlighted an obvious problem 
caused by the war and massive migration of Ukrainians abroad. 
There is already a shortage of skilled workers, and there will 
be a shortage in any scenario after the victory. Even with 

Ukrainians returning from abroad, Ukraine will face a potential 
labour shortage of 3.1-4.5 million people, which cannot be 
replenished by domestic human resources alone.

This can only be achieved through increased productivity 
and innovation. “The European Union and Ukraine closely 
cooperate within in science-driven and high-tech programmes 
such as Digital Europe, Horizon Europe, Euratom and others. 
The EU supports Ukrainian start-ups and promotes a favourable 
innovation environment in the regions,” the publication said.

This topic was explored by another article by Ekonomichna 
Pravda, “Ecosystem of innovations - how regions of Ukraine 
create a favourable environment for people, ideas and 
business”. It described the activities and outcomes of the EU 
project called “New Economy of Ivano-Frankivsk”. Its goal is to 
create an innovation ecosystem in the city. That is, to create 
an environment that will facilitate generation of ideas and 
implementation of the latest developments, and thus, gradual 
transition of Ivano-Frankivsk to higher value-added economy.

 
 

“We see a clear relationship between the development 
capacity and the interaction between cities and people 

who stayed and did not go to work in Europe. Experience 
shows that where technology and industrial parks are being 
built, training and professional clusters are created, people 
stay and find motivation for self-development and business 
growth,” said Ihor Popadyuk, Director of the Department 
for Investment Policy, Projects, International Relations, 

Tourism and City Promotions at Ivano-Frankivsk City 
Council.

The Forbes article “Legal European Integration: How Ukrainian 
Legislation Adapts to the EU Acquis” outlined another important 
aspect of the EU support for Ukrainian business - improving 
the regulatory environment and bringing it in line with the EU 
standards.

More information:

Campaign “Together we stand, together we are Europe” on 
the EU4Ukraine website

New Ukrainian and English language classes, an after-school 
care centre, a renovated gym and modern transparent doors 
in all classrooms. These are the results of the project called 
“Rebuilding Local Schools for Resilience” in the lyceum of 
Dorohynka village,  Chernihiv region.

The project was implemented by the Brave to Rebuild 
Charitable Foundation within the framework of the U-LEAD 
with Europe Programme and with the financial support of 
the Commission’s European External Action Service (EEAS).

The school in Dorohynka was heavily damaged by Russian 
shells at the beginning of the war. Several classrooms were 
simply burnt out.

“Without these premises, we lacked special-purpose 
classrooms, as the lyceum operates in a full-time 

format,” underscored Raisa Dehtyarenko, the school’s 
headmistress. “The cooperation with the project made us 

feel really satisfied, as the main work was carried out by 
professionals who know what they are doing.”

The school was one of the last of all twelve education facilities 
renovated under the project in Kyiv, Chernihiv and Kharkiv 
regions. The reconstruction was completed according to the 
Build Back Better principle.

“Before starting the renovation of each school, we tried to 
find out whether or how it had been used for any purposes 
other than education,” said Vitaliy Selyk, director of the 

Brave to Rebuild Foundation.  

“For example, in Dorohynka, we found out that the village 
has an adult volleyball team, and they are one of the leaders 

in the region. In their free time, volleyball players often 
use the school gym for training. So, we installed modern 

professional lighting for sports facilities there. This is one of 
the project’s approaches – we changed not only the school 

space but also the community space as a whole.”

Another part of our philosophy was to engage local 
communities to this cooperation. For instance, some of them 
took on the responsibility of removing garbage after repairs, 
and their residents volunteered to help out. Thus, people were 
jointly involved in improving the amenities of their community.

“Sometimes there are debates about whether it is worth 
recovering schools in the frontline areas or in regions 

bordering Russia. We believe it is worthwhile, and, even 
more, it is very important,” said Vitaliy Selyk. “With no 

schools over there, the able-bodied population of young and 
middle age will leave, because they need their children  

to go to school somewhere.”

More information:

Rebuilding Local Schools for Resilience project page on the 
Brave to Rebuild CF’s website

Brave to Rebuild page on Facebook

U-LEAD with Europe page on Facebook

Early in February, an updated Telegram-bot called “Mothers, 
children, emotions. Manage your emotions so they do not 
manage you” is going to be released. It is intended for women 
with preschool children who need psychological support.

The chatbot was developed a year ago by Lada Mothers’ 
Generation CSO. The organisation is currently updating it to 
make it much better fit for current challenges as part of the 
EU-funded Phoenix project implemented by the East Europe 
Foundation.

“We conducted survey among mothers, and it showed that 
about 90% of them experience anxiety symptoms. It has also 

been proven that a mother’s state affects that of her child. 
Therefore, to help a child, we must also consider  

the mother,” said Vitalina Nahorna, the organization’s 
program director. “The accumulation of difficult emotions 
can lead to an unstable psychological state, panic attacks, 

and even depression. These conditions require more 
resources to treat. Therefore, it is important to address 

difficult emotions as they arise.”

Vitalina emphasised that today’s psychological state of mothers 
will affect children and society for generations to come. It is 
important to help mothers now, as their psychological state 
has an impact on both individual psychosomatic conditions 
and public health.

The chatbot ‘Mothers, children, emotions. Manage emotions so 
they do not manage you’ offers a test to identify the emotions 
that need to be addressed and provides practical tips and 
exercises from a professional psychologist. The test helps users 
choose the emotion they want to work on. After that, they can 
listen to a video lecture that provides basic information about 
the emotion.

In the initial version, the chatbot had six emotions, but now 
it will have 25. Of these, 16 are anger, guilt, fear, sadness, 
anxiety, shame, despair, envy, hatred, irritation, pity, and others 
that mothers may experience. In addition, 9 more difficult 
child emotions have been added so that mothers can better 
understand their reactions and know how to help them. Each 
video will also have a sign language translation. In addition, 
the bot will have a downloadable “Daily Exercises Guide” for 
working with emotions and will give access to the All-Ukrainian 
Database of free-of-charge Psychological Aid. If a person feels 
that he or she needs individual support from an expert, it will 
be enough to indicate the region, and the bot will suggest all 
the free offline and online opportunities nearby.

The chatbot is anonymous.

“Women will learn about the nature and features of difficult 
emotions in themselves and in their children and will be 

given tools to help them understand what’s happening and 
how to cope with their difficult emotions and help their 

children cope,” Vitalina Nahorna explained. “This will help 
them become more emotionally stable in the face  

of constant high stress and enable mothers to return  
to a resourceful state on their own.”

Along with practical improvements to the chatbot, the Lada 
Mothers’ Generation is also making technical improvements to 
it, which will allow it to collect more statistical data. Their review 
will help update the solution or develop new, set up automated 
correspondence depending on the responses from users, etc.

 
More information:

Lada Mothers’ Generation website

Chatbot “Mothers, children, emotions. Manage your emotions 
so they do not manage you”

The Phoenix Project on the East Europe Foundation website 

The Black Sea Globe exhibition was held in Odesa from January 
13 to 26 featuring thematic maps created by children depicting 
marine biodiversity and its history.

The exhibition follows the activities undertaken by the attendees 
of the eponymous art and science school held in Odesa and 
Mykolaiv at the end of last year. It was there that 29 children 
aged 8 to 16 learned the art of map drawing. The school was 
organised by the EU/UNDP project called “EU for Improving 
Environmental Monitoring in the Black Sea” (EU4EMBLAS) in 
cooperation with the Dialogues creative space.

Who are Ukraine’s Black Sea neighbours? How can you tell the 
cardinal points on a map? How do marine species migrate in 
different seasons? Where does marine litter pile up? What are 
the historic sea trade routes? The scientists explained all this to 
the children offering them to choose one of the topics for their 
own map.

As a result of the training, the children created 31 maps 
showcased in the Black Sea Globe exhibition.

“Even adults sometimes do not have the knowledge that 
children have demonstrated, and in such a beautiful way,” 
says Olena Marushevska, EU4EMBLAS project expert.  

“We are glad that, thanks to the school, they learned more 
about our sea, mastered new artistic techniques,  

made friends and just enjoyed themselves together  
in these difficult times.”

The children brought their dreams and hopes to their artwork.

“My map is about dirt and rubbish that are destroying and 
killing the sea,” said Zlata Zhuravliova from Mykolaiv, who 
made the map called ‘How debris spread in the Black Sea’.  

“I dream that the war ends, and we will be able to swim  
and admire the beauty of the sea.”

Polina Fedorchenko from Odesa chose marine navigation as 
the theme of her map and showed the main Black Sea ports 
and trade routes.

“Today, due to Russia’s war, navigation is not allowed  
in some areas of the sea as it is dangerous. Sea mines pose 
danger to ships, dolphins and, of course, people,” said the 

young author. “I dream of spending my holidays on the Black 
Sea coast again in peace and quiet, with my mum and dad, 

who are now defending Ukraine.

Olena Marushevska notes that this is the second school 
organised as part of the project.

The first one, titled Black Sea Diary 2022, was held in Odesa. 
Its aim was to tell children about the Black Sea species and to 
encourage them to choose one of them for their own painting. 
As a result, the children spent 6 weeks working with scientists and 
artists to create their own story about marine life by intertwining 
scientific knowledge and emotions, which altogether had 
therapeutic effect. The school was attended mainly by displaced 
children from Mykolaiv, Kherson and Donetsk region. The activity 
culminated in an exhibition of the young artists’ works in a real art 
gallery with prizes and media interviews.

At that time, the exhibition received very favourable reviews 
from the public and even travelled to Romania, where it was 
presented at the Ovidius University in Constanta. In the letters 
attached to their works, the children wrote about their feelings: 
“The stingray should never be alone”, “If someone invades in 
its territory, the stone crab must drive them away”, “I wish the 
Black Sea to be demined”... The best artworks underpinned 
special Black Sea stamps issued in cooperation with Ukrposhta 
to mark the Black Sea Day.

After Odesa, the Black Sea Globe exhibition will move to 
Mykolaiv, where it will open on February 17.

More information: 
 

EU4EMBLAS project website

Facebook page

The EU-funded COMPASA Project produced a brochure in 
January outlining the importance of introducing national 
criteria for state aid eligibility in Ukraine. The project is working 
with the Antimonopoly Committee to help it improve its 
competitive policy framework and state aid system in line with 
EU legislation and good practice.

These two areas are extremely important in terms of Ukraine’s 
fulfilment of its obligations under the Association Agreement 
and EU accession negotiations. State aid issues will be addressed 
in Chapter 8 of the negotiation process, Competition Policy. 
The European Commission’s report on Ukraine’s readiness 
for accession published at the end of last year found ‘limited 
progress’ in this area. So, there is still a lot of work to be done.

The new brochure emphasises that Ukraine should already be 
working on the implementation of national criteria for state aid 
eligibility, as their development and application is of paramount 
importance for the economy.

“When properly applied, state aid rules contribute to 
building a sustainable economic framework that does not 

depend on the volatility of state budget revenues but rather 
relies on internal capacity reserves,” COMPASA experts said. 

“Understanding and adopting these rules  
long before Ukraine joins the European Union is one  
of the main goals facing the relevant authorities and  
business entities. Otherwise, the Ukrainian economy  

will not be able to function in the EU.”

“We are ready to continue discussing the issues presented  
in the brochure with the AMCU and other stakeholders, 

so that the path to a stronger and more cohesive state aid 
system in Ukraine brings the country closer to full  

EU membership,” said COMPASA Project Manager  
Stefan Sabau.

The project has been operational since June 2023 and is 
implemented by the consortium of WYG Consulting Ltd. 
and the Romanian Competition Council. COMPASA carries 
out analytical work and provides recommendations to the 
Antimonopoly Committee in the dedicated areas.

“The introduction of the national state aid eligibility criteria  
in Ukraine is a key step towards aligning its national 

legislation with EU acquis in this area. In cooperation with the 
AMCU, we have carefully studied various alignment models,” 
said Stefan Sabau. “We are convinced that a mixed approach, 

which takes into account both domestic developments 
and EU standards, will be most useful for Ukraine in the 

period leading up to the accession process and during the 
negotiations. Our in-depth analysis highlights several key 

advantages of introducing such criteria, which are  
presented in the brochure.”

More information:

Facebook page of the COMPASA Project
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Projects of the EU Delegation to Ukraine
Enrolment to the EU Study Days 2024 Online School is ongoing. 
Applications can be submitted by 9 to 11-schoolgraders and 
university students. The School’s programme includes 10 
training modules on the history of the EU, its institutions, values, 
policies, European integration of Ukraine, etc. in the format 
of video lectures by Ukrainian and European experts, online 
webinars and interactive classes.

Submission deadline – February 11, 2024  

Read more

The call for Euroclubs 2024 projects is underway. Applications 
can be submitted in the following areas: coverage of thematic 
priorities of the competition; development of the Euroclub 
network; commemoration of thematic European dates and 
weeks; organisation of contests “How I see European Ukraine”.

Deadline – March 1, 2024 
Read more

Business
Under the EU4Business initiative funded by the European 
Union and the Government of Germany, micro, small and 
medium-sized enterprises with export potential and innovative 
capabilities can receive grants of up to EUR 10,000 for recovery, 
development and resilience in times of war.

Deadline – February 11, 2024  

Read more

A new enrolment for Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs has 
been launched, a programme of entrepreneurial experience 
exchange in Europe that provides an opportunity to find a 
business mentor, immerse yourself in a different business 
culture, and expand the circle of potential European partners, 
investors, and customers.

Deadline – March 1, 2024 
Read more

Culture
Eight calls for proposals from the EU’s Creative Europe 
programme have been launched: four in the Culture sub-
programme, three in the Cross-Sectoral Cooperation sub-
programme and one in the Media sub-programme. To 
participate in the calls, a consortium of several programme 
countries is required. Partners can be found through the EU’s 
Creative Europe Programme Office in Ukraine.

Deadline – April 25, 2024  

Read more

The Culture Moves Europe Individual Grants Programme 
supports artists and culture professionals in implementing 
projects across Creative Europe countries other than their 
country of residence. The selection is open to individuals 
and groups of up to 5 people. The grants cover travel and 
accommodation costs and provides additional support on an 
individual basis.
Projects can last from 7 to 60 days for individuals and from 7 to 
21 days for groups of up to 5 people.

Deadline – May 31, 2024 
Read more

The Perform Europe programme accepts applications for 
funding partner arts projects in all 40 Creative Europe countries. 
Thematic priorities include inclusion, diversity and the fight 
against climate change. The grants can range from EUR 12,000 
to 60,000.

Deadline – March 31, 2024  

Read more

As part of the Creative Europe programme, the Innovation Labs 
call for proposals is ongoing to incentivise new approaches to 
content creation, accessibility, and distribution in the digital 
transition domain.

Deadline - 25 April 2024 

Read more

Education
Applications for Academy4UA, a free training programme on 
European law, are still open. 12 leading professors from Ghent 
University will talk about European integration, EU-Ukraine 
relations, security, neighbourhood, trade, human rights and 
much more. The training will take place from April to June.

Deadline – March 1, 2024 

Read more

Cross-border cooperation
The EU Interreg Danube Region programme is launching its 
second call for proposals for cross- border cooperation aimed 
at addressing common regional challenges. 
Along with the EU member states in the Danube region, 
applicants from the five candidate countries, including Moldova 
and Ukraine, are eligible for participation. The projects are 
expected to contribute to regional development and focus on 
environmental and social aspects, as well as cooperation in 
governance.

Deadline – March 29, 2024 
Read more

Cities4Cities|United4Ukraine experts have prepared 
recommendations for Ukrainian communities (hromadas) 
willing to find partners and join the implementation of projects 
within the Interreg Europe programme.

Read more

Civil society
Civil society organisations in 11 EU neighbourhood countries 
can receive funding for heritage projects under the European 
Heritage Hub’s Small Grants Scheme. Particular attention will 
be paid to projects related to the triple transformation (green, 
digital and social), capacity building, peace and reconciliation.

Deadline - March31, 2024 
Read more

The East Europe Foundation, in cooperation with the Ukrainian 
Institute and with EU funding, has prepared a course on the 
History of Ukrainian Civil Society. The course will help learn 
about the nature of Ukrainian revolutions and the phenomenon 
of mass resistance, and what values inspire Ukrainians to act. 
The course is designed for civil society, national and local 
authorities, educators, and active youth. It will also be useful 
for anyone interested in the history of the Ukrainian society.

Read more

Opportunities

“ T O G E T H E R  W E  W I L L  S T A N D .  T O G E T H E R  W E  A R E  E U R O P E ”

Ukraїner releases its fourth film about culture during the war
T O G E T H E R  W E  C R E A T E .  T O G E T H E R  W E  P R E S E R V E

On 23 February 2022, the Kherson Drama Theatre 
hosted the long-awaited premiere of “Eternity and a 
Day”. Tickets were sold out for the following days as well. 

 
“It was an incredible project. We dreamed of one where 
all the theatre stages would be kept busy. And we did it. 

Rehearsals lasted for eternity, but we performed for only a day,” 
commented Oleksandr Kniga, the theatre’s director, playing 

on the title of the performance.

This is one of the fragments of the film “Culture during the War. 
The South” shot by the creative team of the multimedia Ukrainian 
studies project Ukraїner as part of the EU communication 
campaign “Together we create. Together we preserve”.

This is a collection of artists’ reflections on culture and the need 
to rethink its role and the role of themselves during the war.

During the occupation of Kherson, Oleksandr Knyha was 
detained by Russians who tried to persuade him to cooperate 
with the regime. The theatre director refused, and later managed 
to get to the territory under the Ukrainian flag. The majority of 
the theatre company returned to Kherson immediately after the 
de-occupation, so the theatre continues to operate.

 

“At the beginning of the war, many artists felt powerless  
and absolutely redundant in their artistic practice, unable and 
fragile to speak about the horror that happened to us in the 

language of art,” said another Kherson-based art critic  
Yulia Manukyan. “How can art help all this? What kind of 

reflection can there be if you just need to pull yourself together 
and figure out how you’re going to live in this reality - whether 

to run, stay to save others, or go to the frontline...”

Nowadays, Yulia, who lived for a long time in the then-occupied 
Kherson, lives in Odesa, moved her organisation Urban Re-Public 
there, and cooperates with the Odesa Municipal Museum of 
Personal Collections after Oleksandr Bleshchunov. Its collections 
include more than 10,000 antiques.

The collection is now in repository, but the museum is open. In 
particular, last fall, it hosted an exhibition of works by Odesa artist 
Kyrylo Maksymenko titled “Peace Manifesto” made from the 
fragments of Russian shells and mines.

The European Union provided assistance in protecting the 
exhibits of the Odesa Art Museum through the ALIPH Foundation, 
an international alliance for the protection of cultural heritage in 
times of conflict. As a result, the collections were not damaged 
after the museum building had been shelled in November 2023.

The film also includes other stories and real-life examples of 
Ukrainian artists and culture institutions.

Documentary filmmaker Olena Maksym is fighting as part 
of a National Guard unit. She says that at first, she tried to film 
during the war, but then realised that sometimes a camera is 
inappropriate.

  
 

“You don’t need to capture everything with a camera.  
There is also the brain, the eyes, and in principle, if everything 
is okay with me, I will figure out how to show what my camera 

did not capture,” she said.

In the film, singer Jamala talks about her album Qirim, which she 
presented during the war, but had recorded shortly before the 
invasion. The album contains unique Crimean Tatar folk songs.

 
“This is a huge job. This is a piece of my life that has everything 
in it: past, present, future. I think it has changed me. I didn’t put 

it together, it put me together,” she said.

The film “Culture during the War. The South” completes a series 
of four motions completed by the Ukraïner project as part of 
the “Together we create. Together we preserve” campaign. The 
three previous films were dedicated to the western, northern, 
and central regions of Ukraine.

More information: 
The film “Culture during the war. The South”

In January, Kryvyi Rih and Zaporizhzhia hosted two seven-day 
documentary film schools for young people aged 14 to 19. The 
training was attended by 90 people who created films under 
the mentorship of film production pros.

This training project called “The Country of My Dreams” is 
implemented by KIDS MOVIE FEST International Children’s Film 
Festival and co-financed by the EU-funded ZMINA: Rebuilding 
programme programme by the Izolyatsia Foundation.

 
 

“Our goal was to teach teenagers how to make documentary 
films through an intensive course,” said Svitlana Pohasiy, 
a filmmaker and curator of the Kinorezydentsiya (Film 
Residence). She is also the president of the International 

Children’s Film Festival. “In addition, we wanted to facilitate 
communication between young people and active public 

figures who are experts in various areas of the city and have 
innovative ideas for community development.”

According to Svitlana, the project participants selected as a 
result of the creative contest listened to presentations of ideas 
and programmes from civil society activists and experts that 
demonstrated dedicated solutions to certain issues related to 
the reconstruction and rebuilding of Kryvyi Rih and Zaporizhzhia. 
As a result of the discussions, the young filmmakers offered 8 
pitching ideas for future films. An experts panel and local citizens 
voted for the two best ideas. The participants had only three days 
to create two films about the development of their cities.

Alexa Luchayeva, a school student from Kryvyi Rih, 
worked with a team to make a film about the difficult history of 
renaming Sodruzhestvo Street in her city in honour of Oleksiy 
Riznychenko, a medic who died in the war. This process has 
been going on for over a year.

 

“When we went for an interview with Oleksiy’s grandmother, 
Liudmyla, and during a phone conversation with his sister 

Kateryna Stankevych, I was so deeply moved by this story of 
struggle that it became extremely important for me to do 
my best and create the best possible film,” said Alexa. “I 

decided we should definitely cover such things in the media 
and do everything we can to make sure that the world knows 

and remembers the people who lost their lives in the war.”

During the film production, Alexa tried to contribute in various 
areas – she was part of the camera crew, scriptwriting and 
film director’s team. Now she wants to continue exploring the 
wonderful world of cinema.

 
 

“My immediate plans are to master editing and delve into  
the nuances of documentary filmmaking,” said the project 

team mate.

Sofia Babakova, a young filmmaker from Zaporizhzhia, was 
working on a film about the recovery of a destroyed house in 
her city and its history. She was a cameraman.

 

“This project is not only about making a film, but also about 
socialising young people, finding a future career opportunity 

and finding oneself,” Sofia shared her impressions.  
“I met a lot of creative and like-minded people. Thanks  

to my participation in the Film Residency, I started thinking 
about creating new social projects and events that I may 

implement in the future.”

The young filmmakers presented the premieres of their films 
to the public on the red carpet in Kryvyi Rih and Zaporizhzhia. 
In the near future, these documentaries will go to the Irish 
Children’s Film Festival.

More information:

The “Country of my dreams” project
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