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CONTEXT

Promoting unity, equality, solidarity, social cohesion, a participatory approach, and
inclusivity are crucial to Ukraine’s recovery process, mitigating the destructive ef-
fects of the war, ensuring the effective functioning of Ukrainian society and the
economy at all levels, and fostering the development of economic
and human potential. However, war pressures, infrastructural gaps,
social attitudes, and other significant challenges hinder progress
towards inclusivity. Civil society, international organisations, and
the government are working on reforms. The EU’s support also fa-
cilitates making life in Ukraine more inclusive.

The war has exacerbated the need to adapt infrastructure
for people with disabilities. According to the Ministry of
Social Policy, there were officially over 3 million people
with disabilities in Ukraine as of 2024, and more broadly and unofficially,
over 6 million people are estimated to have a disability. These numbers
are growing due to the ongoing war. Therefore, the development of inclu-
sivity in Ukraine is becoming particularly important within the framework
of the EU’s strategy and assistance. Ukraine has a Barrier-Free Strategy
(2021-2030) aimed at improving accessibility in public spaces,
transportation, and buildings. There are laws on employment quotas for people
with disabilities. However, actual implementation is mixed. According to the
latest research, only 20% of all Ukrainians with disabilities are employed. In
European Union countries, the rate can be as high as 50%.

Ukrainian legislation promotes equal rights. Ukraine’s constitution guar-
antees equality and prohibits discrimination based on disability, gender,
ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, etc. There is also a joint EU-Council
of Europe initiative (2023-2026) to align Ukraine’s anti-discrimination
laws with European standards, especially for national minorities.

Meanwhile, there is a growing discourse around tolerance and inclusivi-
ty in Ukrainian civil society. Significant strides have been made in recent
years, but progress is uneven and often slow. Media coverage of disability
still faces challenges: stereotypical and pity-centred language persists.


https://www.msp.gov.ua/press-center/news/tanasyshyn-u-shtab-kvartyri-oon:-v-ukrayini-ponad-3-mln-lyudey-z-invalidnistyu-tse-lyudy-z-velycheznym-potentsialom-navychkamy-ideyamy-syloyu
https://www.msp.gov.ua/press-center/news/tanasyshyn-u-shtab-kvartyri-oon:-v-ukrayini-ponad-3-mln-lyudey-z-invalidnistyu-tse-lyudy-z-velycheznym-potentsialom-navychkamy-ideyamy-syloyu
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250605_ACAPS_Ukraine_Humanitarian_access_for_people_with_disabilities.pdf?
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/366-2021-%D1%80?lang=en#Text
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/-/a-new-eu/coe-initiative-launched-to-promote-diversity-and-equality-in-ukraine
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/-/a-new-eu/coe-initiative-launched-to-promote-diversity-and-equality-in-ukraine

Inclusivity is a core European value, fixed in the Diversi-
ty and Inclusion Strategy 2030. The Ukrainian Strategy for
2030 aims to enhance inclusion in line with the EU mot-
to ‘United in Diversity.’ Inclusive societies are general-
ly more sustainable, which supports their long-term
development and growth. Inclusive policies can

WHY expand job opportunitigs, therﬁby supporting
economic recovery and growth. Meeting EU
INCLUSIVITY IS human rights standards enhances Ukraine’s
IMPORTANT FOR international legitimacy and could facili-
UKRAINE AND tate its integration into the EU.
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The EU and Ukraine jointly acknowl-
edge the value of every person.
Creating barrier-free environ-
ments plays a transforma-
tive role. It is not just a
technical requirement.
It is the foundation
of a fair and humane
society, which allows
people to move free-
ly, access services, and
fully participate in their
communities. Prioritis-

. . ing inclusivity is vital in re-
promoting inclu- building efforts. Ukraine’s
S'Y'Fy IS th_e Ukraine path to the EU is closely tied
Facility. It links recon- to the implementation of in-

SUgiion ks o fee clusivity. Ukraine is working to

f%rm, 'dlemocr,;rat_ic nFc))rTs,f align its laws with European
and social cohesion. Part o standards on equality

the Ukraine Facility’s support and non-discrimis
aims to strengthen democratic nation
governance, minority rights, and in- |
clusive institutions. The EU focuses on
technical assistance to help Ukraine align
its institutions with EU standards.

One of the
most  pow-
erful tools for

The EU implements a series of programmes for
inclusivity in Ukraine. For children and their par-
ents and caregivers — Better Care for Every Child (EU-
UNICEF), Save the Children, European Child Guarantee,
Erasmus+, working based on the principles of inclusive-
ness and diversity, promoting equal opportunities and ac-
cess for everyone, and the Vocational Education and Train-
ing (VET) project, which includes an €8.5 million EU grant. For
women focusing on leadership, there are initiatives such as EU
4 Gender Equality (EU-UN Women), Women in Business (EBRD),
and Partnership for Good Governance (PGG). For people with dis-
abilities and special needs, the EU supports the rebuilding of inclu-
sive cities that incorporate universal design principles. The war has
increased the need for inclusive transport due to the growing num-
ber of people with disabilities. A significant percentage of Ukraine’s
population is ageing and becoming less mobile. This creates an urgent
need for barrier-free access to transport, which is further complicated by
damaged infrastructure.


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/2crnca2i/202412769_pdf_qc0124013enn_002.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/2crnca2i/202412769_pdf_qc0124013enn_002.pdf
https://www.undp.org/ukraine/publications/sustainable-development-strategy-ukraine-2030
https://www.undp.org/ukraine/publications/sustainable-development-strategy-ukraine-2030
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-assistance-ukraine/ukraine-facility_en
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-solidarity-ukraine/eu-assistance-ukraine/ukraine-facility_en

Along EU'S SUPPORT In particu-
with var- FOR INCLUSIVITY lar, in 2025, the
ious other projects, IN UKRAINE EU announced a

call for proposals for

CSOs totalling €14 mil-

lion, including €5 million
with a focus on gender lead-

ership and conflict resolution.
Through this funding, the EU
supported several projects that
brought together women from
diverse backgrounds, regions, and
sectors, ensuring they play a central
role in the reconstruction and shap-

the Barrier-Free Movement in-
cludes low-floor trams and buses in 12
Ukrainian cities. The EU partly funds
it through the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme. The European
Fund for Sustainable Develop-
ment Plus (EFSD+) also supports
initiatives to modernise trans-
port hubs and create barri-

er-free routes. At the

Ukraine Recovery

Conference in ing the future of Ukraine.

London in 2023, The EU, through its European Invest-
Ukrainian and EU ment Bank (EIB), implements the
officials signed Ukraine Recovery Programme, one of

agreements
worth €800 mil-
lion to mobilise private
investment, some of which re-
late to inclusive infrastructure. Dur-

three recovery initiatives supported by
the EIB. As of October 2025, the EIB has
provided €740 million through these pro-
grammes to support Ukraine’s recovery.
The modernisation and construction of

ing the Ukraine Recovery Conference
2025 in Rome, participants estab-
lished the Fund for the Recon-
struction of Ukraine. Joint
statements totalling
over €3.5 billion
were sighed,
including a €10

critical infrastructure facilities are car-
ried out with inclusivity in mind, creating
barrier-free spaces that are accessible
to everyone.

Legal changes do not automatically
alter public opinion. Anti-discrimi-
nation norms must contend with

traditional or conservative views.
The EU, however, is committed to
shaping attitudes by acknowl-
edging that every person is
valuable and important,

that no one is left behind,

million grant from
the EBRD to Ukrzal-
iznytsia to improve
station accessibility,
particularly for peo-
ple with disabilities,

elderly passengers, WHAT and by gxplaining why
parents with children, IS AN thlse;iefjgir;tlal for
and other groups with .
reduced mobility. The INCLUSIVITY
EU-UNDP created a safe- CAMPAIGN~?

ty room for children with
visual impairments in
Chernihiv as part of a
grant initiative within
the framework of the
“EU4Recovery - Em-
powering Commu-
nities in Ukraine”
project.

The inclusivity campaign’s goal
is not just to promote the EU as a
people-centred and caring partner
of Ukraine and Ukrainians, but also
to engage and involve the audience in
the EU’s comprehensive support for improv-
ing inclusivity in Ukrainian society.

The general umbrella message - Together We
Are Europe - is amplified by a company-specific key message that
highlights and strengthens the primary communication focus - Together
We Care. Together, they form the central message of support: the EU and
Ukraine are building an inclusive society with equal opportunities for all.

The campaign aims to strengthen the understanding of common EU and Ukrain-
ian values. The EU is not just an economic partner, but a partner supporting the
prosperity and well-being of Ukrainians.

While addressing inclusivity in a broad sense for the wider public, the campaign fo-

cuses on three main pillars: support for children, from childcare to safe, continuous ed-

ucation; women’s leadership and gender equality; and barrier-free accessibility, from
access to schools to public transport for persons with disabilities.



